SPEECHES

itself Nationalism, a creed which has come to you from
Bengal. This is a creed which many of you have
accepted when you called yourselves Nationalists. Have
you realised, have you yet realised what that means?
Have you realised what it is that you have taken in
hand? Or is it that you have merely accepted it in the
pride of a superior intellectual conviction? You call
yourselves Nationalists. What is Nationalism? Nation-
alism is not a mere political programme; Nationalism
is a religion that has come from God; Nationalism
is a creed which you shall have Jo live. Let no man
dare to call himself a Nationalist if he does so merely
with a sort of intellectual pride, thinking that he is
more patriotic, thinking that he is something higher
than those who do not call themselves by that name!"
If you are going to be a Nationalist, if you are going
to assent to this religion of Nationalism, you must do
it in the religious spirit You must remember that you
are the instruments of God. What is this that has hap-
pened in Bengal? You call yourselves Nationalists, but
when this happens to you, what will you do? This
thiog is happening daily in Bengal, because, in. Bengal,
Nationalism has come to the people as a religion, and
it has been accepted as a religion. But certain forces
which are against that religion, are trying to crush
its rising strength. It always happens when a new reli-
gion is preached, when God is going to be born in the